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the whole problem of the duty of the community towards
its less prosperous and more unfortunate members; and
how he had taken the trouble to visit foreign countries in
order to examine on the spot the schemes which they had
adopted. That the State ought to make itself responsible
for a scheme whereby its citizens might be protected
against some of the evils incident to sickness and un-
employment was his profound conviction; but so engrossing
had been the fight over the Budget, and over the Veto of
the Lords, that it was not until 1911 that he had leisure to
produce a Bill, Even then a statesman less abounding in
energy and drive would probably have postponed so big a
scheme; for the Government was only waiting for the
Parliament Bill to become law before proceeding in earnest
with Home Rule and Welsh Disestablishment, But what
would have been regarded by the majority of men as a
well-earned period of leisure was seized upon by Lloyd
George as an opportunity for carrying into law the compli-
cated measure of National Insurance over which he had
spent so many days during his enforced retirement in the
spring,
In the speech with which he introduced the Bill in the
House of Commons, he declared that it was a non-Party,
and a non-controversial measure; and the House seems to
have accepted the Bill as such. Lloyd George was well
used to fervid applause from the Liberal benches; but
seldom had he drawn a cheer from the Conservative side*
On this occasion, however, both sides vied with each other
in voicing their approval* Balfour was all smiles and
compliments ,* and when a sceptical Tory made an interrup-
tion while the Chancellor was speaking, he was rudely
Silenced by his own colleagues* Punch hit off the occasion
with a cartoon in which Lloyd George is seen standing on a
stage, attired in evening dress, bowing as he receives the